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Town of Upton 

Regular Town Council Meeting 

March 14, 2017 

 

THE REGULAR MEETING of the Town Council of Upton, Wyoming was held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 

March 14, 2017 at the Upton Community Center located at 917 N HWY 116 in Upton, Wyoming.  

 

Present: Mayor Dustin Upton, Councilmen Nathan Todd, David Watt, Travis Beck, and Justin Norman.  Also 

present:  Attorney Mark Hughes, Susan Bridge, John Strong, Kelley Millar, and Rona Barker. 

 

Mayor Upton called the meeting to order by leading the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Councilman Watt made a motion, seconded by Councilman Beck, to approve the minutes of the February 14, 

2017 regular meeting, and the March 1, 2017 special meeting.   All voted in favor, and the motion passed. 

 

Councilman Beck made a motion to pay the following claims:  Aflac (ins.), $104.41; Alpha Communications 

(maint.), $50.00; American Welding & Gas (supplies), $122.96; B-4 Automotive (parts), $223.94;  BC/BS (ins.) 

$10,490.68; BHE (utilities) $7,090.91; Chase Cardmember Service (credit), $2,130.97; City of Newcastle 

(dispatch), $1,686.00; CNA Surety (bonds), $100.00 Collins Communications (alarm), $28.00; Contractors 

Supply (heater), $242.48; CW Waste (garbage), $5,964.15; Dana Keper (parts), $1,490.00; Dept. of Treasury 

(taxes), $10,333.67; Dept. of Workforce Services (taxes), $1,360.61;  Energy Labs (testing), $40.00; FSB (trf), 

$670.00; Great Western Tire (parts), $1,105.00; Gillette Steel Center (tube), $19.00; Hughes Law Office 

(attorney), $1,662.10; Inland Truck Parts (parts), $223.83;  Joe’s Food Center (supplies), $164.70; LGLP (ins.), 

$5,290.00; Mark Lindstrom (bag), $10.00; NCPERS (ins.) $16.00; News Letter Journal (adv.), $121.00; Norco 

(parts), $275.26; One-Call of Wyoming (tickets),$1.50; Petty Cash (postage), $18.95; Postmaster (postage), 

$159.80; Powder River Energy, (utilities), $623.66; Raquell Merritt (cleaning), $262.50; RT Communications 

(phone), $582.98; Railroad Mgmt. Co. (fee), $194.55; Record Supply (tank), $160.49; Secretary of State (notary), 

$30.00; Servall (mats), $85.96; Skaggs Companies, Inc. (armor), $860.99; Stine Electronics (parts/repairs), 

$557.00; Top Office Products (supplies/maint.), $565.13; Upton Co-op (fuel/parts), $2,710.74; Upton Fire 

Department (misc. items), $410.24;  Verizon (phone), $45.14; Voelker’s (service), $200.00; Walmart Community 

(supplies), $289.95;  Weston County Gazette (adv.), $531.27; WYDOT (citations), $27.75; Wyoming Network 

(web), $50.00; Wyoming Retirement (pension), $6,465.66.  The following invoices will be paid from grant funds 

when received:  Bearlodge Engineering & Surveying (waterline) $16,485.00, (park project), $1,467.00; WYO 

Services LLC (fencing), $36,836.50.    SALARIES: $26,317.83.   The motion was seconded by Councilman 

Todd.  All voted in favor, and the motion carried. 

 

Mayor Upton explained that Arete Design Group had reissued their recommendation that the Council award the 

base bid plus alternate #4 to the low bidder Michael’s Construction for the City Park Improvements Project.  

Councilman Todd made a motion to award the bid to Michael’s Construction.  Councilman Norman seconded the 

motion, and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.  The amount awarded was $627,897.00.  This includes the base 

bid of $631,847.00 minus alternate #4 that deducted the stainless partition walls in the amount of $3,950.00. 

 

Neil Schiller asked the Council to renew the lease agreement with Upton Golf LLC.  Councilman Watt made a 

motion to approve the renewal for the lease agreement.  Councilman Beck seconded the motion, and all voted in 

favor.  Motion carried.  The new lease will run from May 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018.  

 

Lacey Sloan with the WCNRD brought a letter requesting funds for the Hazardous Waste Collection Day.  It will 

be held on September 9, 2017 from 10 a.m. to 12.00 p.m. Lacey explained that due to costs, they prefer to take 

prescriptions and e-waste only that day.   
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Discussion was held in regard to the community garden.  Lacey Sloan suggested that the Town appoint a 

Beautification/Tree Board.  She mentioned that Newcastle does bill for the water used in the garden, and that the 

bill was paid by the Senior Center and out of her WCNRD budget.  She asked if the Senior Center or Economic 

Development Board would help here in Upton.  A suggestion was made that maybe the Chamber of Commerce 

would be interested in getting involved.   In answer to her question regarding water/hydrant availability, Mayor 

Upton will get with Superintendent Lindstrom and then contact Lacey on Wednesday, March 15, 2017.   

 

Councilman Todd had put together a bid package and had advertised for bids for the Police Department Remodel.  

A bid sheet was provided to the Council showing the three submitted bids. The bids are as follows:  E&J 

Construction - $15,091.55; Keller Construction - $28,500.00; and Howard White Construction - $28,738.01.  

Councilman Todd recommended approval of the bid from E&J Construction.  Mayor Upton asked that the bid 

price of $15,091.55 be maintained.  Councilman Watt made a motion, seconded by Councilman Norman to accept 

the bid from E&J Construction.  All voted in favor, and the motion carried.  Should any additional work required, 

Councilman Todd will seek Council approval before proceeding. 

 

David Gose asked that the Council renew his pasture lease with a few modifications.  Councilman Todd recused 

himself at that time due to a conflict of interest.  Mr. Gose expressed that he would like to have an outdoor 3D 

archery course.  He asked if the pasture could be subleased. A 5 stand shotgun shooting course and a mud bog 

run are a couple of other ideas he had in mind.  Attorney Hughes stated that the Town of Upton would have to be 

listed as an additional insured on his insurance policy.  If the pasture were to sublet, Attorney Hughes said that 

the Town should get a portion of the sublet fee.  Councilman Beck made a motion, seconded by Councilman Watt 

to approve renewal of the lease from June 30, 2017 through June 30, 2018 at a $600 fee.  All voted in favor with 

the exception of Councilman Todd, and the motion carried.  Attorney Hughes will draw up a lease with the 

possible additional uses built into the lease by permit. 

 

John Marshall, representative of the Upton Economic Development Board, approached the Council in regard to 

partnering with the UEDB to obtain a $6,000,000.00 business committed grant/loan from the Wyoming Business 

Council.  He stated that there is a business based in Gillette that would come to the Logistics Park and bring 90 

jobs to Upton.  Mr. Marshall further stated that the UEDB would own the land the business sits on.    Councilman 

Todd expressed that he felt the Town of Upton should have a stake in the project.  He further felt that that money 

should be coming into the town to pay for infrastructure.  John Marshall stated that $150,000.00 in sales and 

property taxes would be coming into the town each year.   Mayor Upton said that there would be a lot of leg work 

going into the project.  John Marshall expressed that the UEDB would do all the leg and paperwork connected to 

the project, but they will still have to go through the Town to obtain funding.  Councilman Norman appreciated 

more jobs, but thought it should be done right.  Councilman Beck was curious about how much of a push there 

would be to help the town.  Councilman Watt wanted more time to weigh the options before making a decision.  

Attorney Hughes advised the Council that they could go through the process and have the public hearings before 

making a decision.  At that time Councilman Todd made a motion to proceed.  The motion was withdrawn for 

clarification.  Councilman Norman then made a motion for the UEDB to proceed with the next step.  This motion 

was seconded by Councilman Todd.  All voted in favor, and the motion carried. 

 

Councilman Beck made a motion to hold a Budget Hearing to amend the Town Budget for the Fiscal Year 2016-

2017 in the following particular:  Increase the Water Fund Budget by $563,469.00 by budgeting that amount from 

the FMRCCA Grant.  The monies will be used for the following SLIB-approved project:  Emergency Water Line 

Replacement 4th Street.  Councilman Watt seconded motion, and all voted in favor.  Councilman Watt then made 

a motion to further amend the Town Budget by Re-allocating up to $20,000.00 from the General Fund Budget 

Police Department Salaries to Police Department Building Upkeep.  The monies will be used for building exterior 

remodel.  Councilman Norman seconded the motion, and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.  This matter will be 
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considered and acted upon by the Town Council of Upton, Wyoming at approximately 7:30 p.m. at the regular meeting to 

be held at 7:00 p.m. on April 11, 2017 at the Upton Community Center located at 917 North Highway 116, Upton, Wyoming. 

Councilman Watt was chosen to be the Voting Delegate at the WAM Convention that will be held from Mary 31 through 

June 2, 2017. 
 

Police Chief Susan Bridge updated the Council in regard to police department related activities and building 

upkeep. Once the remodel is complete, Chief Bridge would like to have an “Open House”. Councilman Todd 

praised her efforts in regard to organizing the police department. Chief Bridge submitted a Proclamation for the 

Council to approve.  The Proclamation proclaims the week of April 9th-15th, 2017 as “National Public Safety 

Telecommunications Week” in the City of Upton and the County of Weston in honor and recognition of 

Dispatches and the vital contribution they make to the safety and well-being of our citizens.   Councilman Watt 

made a motion, seconded by Councilman Todd to approve the Proclamation.  All voted in favor, and the motion 

passed.  

 

The fire department report was submitted by Fire Chief Strong.  Mayor Upton expressed his regret for not 

attending the Firemen’s Ball.  Garbage debris from the Motel fire has been reported in the street.  Councilman 

Todd will be contacting the motel owner in regard to the garbage and seeing if the insurance company will allow 

demolition of the property at this time. 

 

Attorney Hughes brought an Amended Ordinance No. 1, Series 2016.  At that time both Mayor Upton and 

Councilman Watt recused themselves and left the room due to a conflict of interest. Attorney Hughes explained 

that the amended Ordinance states that the owner of lots adjacent to the vacated streets shall be the owners of the 

streets adjoining their respective lots and properties in equal proportions.  He further explained that this is already 

a State Statute.  At that time Vice-Mayor Beck called for a motion to pass on the first reading Amended Ordinance 

No. 1, Series 2016 entitled:  AN ORDINANCE VACATING AND ABANDONING PORTIONS OF CEDAR 

STREET AND 5TH AVENUE IN THE NEIMAN ADDITION, FIRST ENLARGEMENT TO THE TOWN OF 

UPTON, WESTON COUNTY, WYOMING.  Councilman Todd made a motion, seconded by Councilman 

Norman to pass Amended Ordinance No. 1, Series 2016 on the first reading.  All voted in favor, and the motion 

passed.  Mayor Upton and Councilman Watt then came back to the meeting. 

 

Councilman Watt made a motion to adjourn into executive session stating the reason as land purchase and possible 

litigation (State Statute 16-4-405).  Councilman Beck seconded the motion, and all voted in favor. At 8:27 p.m. 

Attorney Hughes, Mayor Upton, Councilmen Beck, Norman, Todd, and Watt went into executive session.  At 

9:00 p.m. Councilman Todd made a motion to resume the regular meeting. This motion was seconded by 

Councilman Beck, and all voted in favor, and the regular meeting resumed.  Attorney Hughes stated that no action 

was taken due executive session. 

 

There being no further business, a motion was made to adjourn by Councilman Watt, and seconded by 

Councilman Norman.  All voted in favor and the motion passed.  The meeting adjourned at 9:01 p.m. 

 

        


